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. b o y b 0 e n L ! aVhy PUl ' ThC remaindcr ° fthC bra '' n anda11 iU b,ood -™«I» appeared 
peaneTbealtl^*T1ii^hK«^w^ < M^ n ftBd>bv°and CTO^te n torn < wiflh I grcat*ca aP * 

ofwinT?^^ 

readTtorn csn U "^? T® Cre P. i,ant tb roughout, but their tissue could be 
readily tom, pcciall - v , lhc posterior portions, where they were filled with f 
blackish, spumous, and as if purulent liquid. This fluid, ot this blood * t fJ 
,n J“|e Quantities in both lungs. No alteration in the bronchi. ’ d 
MMonwu—l he mucous membrane was not softened, presented a very abtm 

\ml Z v It , had V elIow ** O' er moU^fiU surface,7utti, ,' 

here and there brown, livid patches, especially at the greater curvature „r 
the stomach Between the valycs of the stomach, and 7thc muc"us mem 
brane, w e collected a great number of small fragments of a vitreous substance 
proved to be arsenic; there was more than twenty grains of it’ 
1 hree lumbnci were found in the small intestines. The mucous m™h™t 

rex"r„t 50l %i d Vomdis o o? l ;; injected in scverai s »° ts 

the pie 11 f 1 ,, oi Brunner were very numerous, especially toward* 
7w n Cal Va '- e a " d duodenum - The large' intestine was ilsoThe ‘cat of i 
flutd Itsmo 1 ” ln several spots, and was filled with a large quantity of 
k nd of n ? ~ e L mb ™ n , e , 6 "' el| ed, and near the ileo-cwcal valve, it formed a 
kind of polypus. The bladder contained about two spoonfuls of a turbid and 
as if purulent fluid. Its mucous membrane was highly injected: The tissue 

tl at hMhe n iu,,gs PP Tr d h , CaUh - Vl ““P* ,1,at 11 euuhdited a fluid analogous 
tnat m the lungs. The spleen was softened, of the colour of wine lees its tis 

alteration^ The nan r" *“ \" S ?\ a lit,,C in j cctcd > without another’ visibfc 
, | ‘ T le P all creas was healthy. 1 he mesentery contained about thirty 

uiv wi";: iririai'ssr rh. 1 '^ ,h • .■»■* 

ceased, and nothing was found in the bladder except a whlte’makv'fll'T w* 
should also remark, that the alteration of tlte b^n whS was iund afmr 
death, w as not suspected during 1 life. Nevertheless the nmnt'it r 
collected fromthe'stomach, antfin snnl.faS'SiJ^W 
not permit us to doubt, but that the death was owing to suicide 7 Was this r 
consequence of the cerebral alteration' We cannot prove it' bu we think that 
Uf "* alten,i0n ° f ,he hroin 

The above case is interesting not only in a medico-legal point of view but 
also from its striking similarity to malignant cholera, and as thus furnishing 
es nlence of the great analogy between the action of the cause, whatever it mav- 
be productive of cholera, and arsenic, an agent whose action is acknowledg'd 
to be that of an irritant to the gastro-intcstinal mucous membrane 6 


V/UV/AsCjUA. 


n?tJ p0 ^ ne ° U! 0risin °f Cho!era > alld on the liability of Insane persons to thi 
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Medical and Surgical Journal, not verified in London. “ At the Bethnal-green 
lunatic establishments, called the “ Red House,” and “ White House,” Dr. 
Rvan says, that “ upwards of one hundred cases of cholera have occurred since 
the 10th of June last. The history of the progress of cholera in these establish¬ 
ments is highly illustrative of the'important fact to society, and so often brought 
to the notice of the public by us, viz. the spontaneous origin of cholera, and 
its not possessing the property of being communicated directly or indirectly 
from the sick to those who attend them, or are near them. The two establish¬ 
ments mentioned, although adjoining, are completely separate as to officers, 
attendants, &.c. There is a doorway for communication on particular occasions 
onlv, in the high wall dividing both houses. In each house there are males and 
females of different classes. The first case was that of a woman in the Red 
House, who, from her unfortunate state of mind, had been long confined within 
the walls, and in whose case there was no possibility of tracing the source of 
the disease to her communication with any other person labouring under it. 
When it was ascertained that the disease appeared in the Red House, Mr. 
Beverley, the medical gentleman in charge of the White House, felt himself 
bound to adopt the “ precaution,” as it is termed, of cutting off most perfectly 
all communication with the building in which the first cases occurred. Not 
only was the occasional communication of officers and attendants, through the 
door mentioned interdicted, but this gentleman had even the windows blocked 
up which overlooked the yard of the Red House, notwithstanding which, cho¬ 
lera appeared among the women under his charge; in a little time after among 
the men of the Red House, and lastly among the men of the White House. 
While this was going on to the extent mentioned, not a single medical man who 
has been in contact with the cholera patients—not a single nurse or attendant of 
any kind in the hospital about the sick—no burier of the dead, &c. &c. has been at¬ 
tacked with the disease up to the present time, when otily a patient or two are under 
treatment. Here we must notice the curious physiological fact observed at this 
hospital, of the restoration of reason in the patients while under grave cholera 
symptoms. The liberality and gentleman-like conduct of the zealous medical 
men in charge of the Bethnal-green establishment, are calculated to advance 
the interests of science, and of humanity; but from the extreme secrecy ob¬ 
served in another lunatic establishment near the metropolis, in which the cho¬ 
lera has prevailed, we have no means of ascertaining whether the germs of the 
disease had been carried there in a snuff-box, or other convenient vehicle. 

“ Of one thing the public may rest perfectly assured, that, as to attendants on 
cholera patients, a similar result to that which has been just stated respecting 
Bethnal-green, took place in the Grenadier Guards in the Tower;—for, among 
the medical men in constant attendance on, or who paid occasional visits to the 
thirty cholera patients whose treatment has been lately referred to, in a medi¬ 
cal journal, by Mr. Harrison, surgeon of this battalion, not one has been at¬ 
tacked with the disease:—of the military officers who paid the hospital visits of 
duty, or of kindness, towards their men, not one was attacked:— of the several, 
Cindeed we may say many,J men in constant attendance day and night,—rubbing 
the patients, iic., or on occasional duty only , and whose names may be obtained, 
not one has had cholera. The same immunity of medical men, nurses, &c. in 
attendance on cholera patients, has been observed in another Battalion of the 
Grenadier Guards, in which cases have occurred occasionally since the 15th of 
January last, the day on which John Webb, of that regiment was, (as has been 
admitted by the gentlemen who treated him,) attacked with the true cholera; 
although, not being able to couple tills guardsman’s attack with a Sunderland 
ship, the case, like those of several others, was blinked by a clique— 

w With that low cunning w hich in fools supplies. 

Anil amply too, the place of beinp wise." 

We could go on enumerating at the Aldgate Hospital, and at many other points, 
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Milnf w! ^J 1 caem P tl ° n from the disease, of attendants on cholera 
coidd >n pm-atc families quote the many instances of its not 
going bey ond an individual case, besides those of which took place in the 
“'“y Anne Windham—of the Archbishop of Canter buryLOf h 
nlld!^ w n m ‘'. h T 0f ‘ hc Honourab1 ' »»r. bcot—of Sir James Macdo- 
,„i'T . Lord Hol ? nd ! &c - , &c - We could show the perfect untruth of the 
tale about a person having taken cholera in consequence of having worn some 
of Lady Blane’s clothes, who died of that disease. Nobody ean be fool enS 
ibseas P °T il thllt i at,endantS °n C,1 ° lcra P a,icnts should remain exempt from the 
those who* ha PP en >, ,n ?" r e 1 5 P cc,s - t° be under similar circumstances with 
under the ?i' ack . e ' v "hout any communication with those labouring 

. d ,f w r have etther dissipated persons, the outcasts of society 
Se~n„T.,f 0f " urscs * ? r ,f wc have but those wretched debilitated 

tire O t re "i p , r,n t0 P crform a ‘ ,ut y which, in such a disease as cholera, would 
,l , , r r hr j* U l y p . e ,f s ° ns > "''at, in either case, can be more probable than 
thine, h attendants will be attacked during the epidemic influence. If the-e 
things be considered fairly for one moment, and if, along with these things it 
h.diimw w' d th V’ accord ' n e‘° fty conceivable doctrine of chances or^p’ro- 
n rcrtV ’ " e ™ U5t ' am . on P m: >ny thousand events of a particular kind, expect 
tn h^fh. n,lmber of cotoctdences, which it would be utterly illogical to admit 
•atr?v-Vrr , “”i™ of certain assigned causes; and therefore, in the far in- 
attacked'!vhh C r n t be ad , duced of healthy, robust, and temperate persons being 
' , cholera, though not over-worked, while in attendance, it would 

as5 ' e " th , at attack as produced by the attendance on the patient, 
tt' n ,: rj°r-V 0 “ nJS attacked who arc not near patients, and, on 

nnrt?un .„ h ’ 0° r '" ' Irass of aKendanU only attacked in their due pro- 
portion to the rest of society. * 

v?J\^ ,a lZ ti0n r On "\' ?{ a!! S” mt Cholera in England— IUoixatn Onrov, 
Esq. the author of a valuable work on the cholera of India, has lately had an 

pimlRe"rcnt street"^ di , sease “ !t Prevailed in the military cholera hos- 
vm. « street, IVestmmster. The disease here, exhibited hc savs all the 

vert same singular characters that it did in India; indeed, he remarks' “ its al- 

most entire identity in all respects is veiy remarkable, considering the extreme 

freoumt°m^ nrT ta ? C d S ‘ 1 b T " 0t f ° UniJ the cons ccutivc affections more 
£ q a^ I ea„T?rn P • "° r 0therwise difr "cnt from those in India, and ss 

that JLat thcre d ? ea " ot a PP ear to have been generally in these islands 

nu./a H nc n° f febr . de 8e< l ,le,iI - " hicb is described as occurring in 

it exhibited m Indfa* ** ecneral as P ect of the disease from that which 

“2* aveI ?g e (bid - v m , lmber of new cases in Great Britain, which appear in 
the reports of the Central Board for two months back, is 530. The average of 
remaining cases for the same period is 1515: a surprisingly small number in 
comparison with the great daily influx, showing that the cases in general have 
1 “ or recovered very rapidly; the average time of each case remaining 

he " P Tf; °. r und "‘roatment, being less than three days. It is scarcely to 
be supposed that even the slight cases could get well in a much shorter time, 
and it appears, therefore evident that there cannot have been any great pro- 
port'on of the protracted fever cases, or rather, as I believe, inflammations, 
7ml .w e ,i a W “ yS m ° re ° r , ess frequently met with. It was observed in Mos- 
cow, that the greatest number of deaths took place in the hot stage. I believe 

Tuff, h ," d , t . hl,t , b y far tbc ffroatcr number in these islands, as well as in 
India, have died in the stage of collapse. 

“ The greater frequency of the premonitory diarrhoea and cholerine, cer- 
tainlv appears to constitute a shade of difference, but I have long ago placed 
the fact on record, that‘the distinct attack of the disease was frequently pre¬ 
ceded for several days by simple diarrhaa’ in India, and pointed out the preva- 
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lence of the various other slight affections accompanying the epidemic, to 
which also the term cholerine has since been applied. It certainly appears that 
the sub-susceptibility to which these affections seem to be owing, exists in 
greater proportion in these countries than in India. 

“ I have almost invariably found, that the mere diarrhcca has existed here 
from half a day to four or five days before the setting in of the severe symp¬ 
toms, as if the system was insusceptible of the graver forms of the disorder 
until the salts and serum of the blood were drained away by the continuance 
of that process. The transition to the second stage is generally rather sudden 
and well marked. Its most usual precursor, and, probably, immediate cause, 
is that sound sleep which generally takes place towards morning. The patient 
awakes from it with an urgent call to stool; vomiting supervenes, then spasms, 
and the sinking of the circulation, with more or less of discoloration of the 
surface, and the eleventh hour for treatment has arrived! 

“ It is a most providential circumstance that the disease usually affords us 
this salutary warning, but few are sufficiently aware of the facts, or heedful of 
the danger, to take advantage of it, and the question is far from being settled, 
as to the proper mode of treatment to be adopted by the medical practitioner 
when the disorder is brought to his notice in this stage. Is it to be met by 
‘energetic’ measures, bleeding, acrid emetics, croton oil? The appearance of 
the dangerous symptoms so often immediately follows or accompanies the first 
fit of vomiting, that I have always been apprehensive of developing the disease 
by emetics, when perhaps the system was quietly overcoming it by its own en¬ 
ergies. I cannot conceive them indicated by any sound pathological views, 
nor do they appear to have been attended by much success in practice. There 
is great danger of the mustard emetic being either wholly or partially retained, 
particularly in the collapse stage, and thus we are applying a sinapism to the 
inflamed mucous coat of the stomach. And with regard to bleeding, it is so 
frequently followed by vomiting, and that most formidable symptom the sink¬ 
ing of the pulse, that, although the evidence in its favour is so strong, I would 
not venture on its employment unless when particularly indicatedi by severe 
spasmodic pain in the intestines or stomach, plethora, or decided inflammation, 
and warranted by sufficient strength of the circulation and habit. But on these 
points it is impossible to lay down any satisfactory general rules. The late dis¬ 
covery of the effects of the venous injection in cholera, appears clearly to coun- 
ter-indicate blood-letting. The action of purgatives, and particularly of croton 
oil, is to produce serous effusion into the intestines, one of the most prominent 
symptoms of the epidemic, and apparently a great cause of its severer affec¬ 
tions. How, then, can their exhibition be recommended or considered safe? 
It is well known that saline purgatives have often developed the disease in In¬ 
dia. A fatal case has lately come to my notice under the care of Mr. Jones in 
the Strand, where the second stage appeared to be distinctly induced by a dose 
of aloes and soap, which the patient had taken of his own accord. 

“ I conceive that opium is still the sheet-anchor in the treatment of cholera. 
I have so often seen it lay a restraining hand on the whole process, completely 
and permanently arrest the morbid action when it had fairly begun, and was 
even advancing with rapidity, that I am fully persuaded it has a truly specific 
power over the disease when exhibited in its earlier stages. In the advanced 
period, when the whole system is paralysed from the want of arterial blood, 
and the stock of vital fluid is reduced to a comparatively small quantity of a 
dark grumous residuum, utterly incapable of supporting life, it will, indeed, 
fail to produce the smallest good effect; but there appears to be no other which 
holds out any better hope, unless it be the admirable discovery of the injection 
of the blood-vessels. 

“ The intestines will almost always be sufficiently evacuated by the diarrhoea 
before the practitioner is called in, and any further purgation would appear to 
be directly and onlv injurious. If the disease is met in this stage, it is probable 

46 * 
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that , t may be almost always arrested by judicious and mild treatment- onium 
doses from i gr. to 1 gr. in substance or tincture, or an equivalent quantity 
ir^fn,?L con,ectlon - .»*»> °r without calomel, and repeated at SK 

^mdrintr eSS; ‘' J 'ir ,Ct COnfinement ‘° bed ’ and the horizontai q p 0 s, u ’“ 

WC ? k j ea * & n S eT tea » or wine whey, and perhaps a little mulled 
fmm’rt u e h 'S 1 ? , . v . s P‘« d — an excellent medicine in cholera. I have usuallv 

order nf .h h K i:nC i d ' a " ba::l r a5 Cas,l - V che ckcd by these remedies as similar d'l 
order of the bowels arising from other causes. There is, indeed always th* 

rentfon - hat tHC pUrffinff wil1 return on Ia . vin S “ dc the remedies, and griaUt 
tention is necessary to renew and keep up a slight degree of narcotism as Ion. 

that this dhfoMV 117 t e ln , dicated b - v lhe symptom*! but I have found in general 
that this disposition to relapse does not exist. After one or two doses of the 

pere D Treti’on°rt d t 5 i eeP ^ bee " indu r ced > attended with a remarkably warm 
morfoTw h k d he ,r ? i" e Stafi:e - f aBue> aPter which bile has appeared 
hM n abundanU y ‘"the evacuations! and the rhythm, or series, or mor 
b d a £ t,cn ; beln s completed—the system having completely got through the 
very —Sff tjrt ° impressions is thereby either destroyed or 

tion lithThe 3 ^' 1 " 1 giVe U ca,on ' el V> doses of from two to ten grains in combina- 
f™ , the opium, and apparently with decided good effect. Calomel is well 
known to exhibit a direct soothing or sedative effect on the primTvT* and in 

SlyTounTsleen' 6 W d ° SC £**? «"»- ° fi ‘ Pv'enTnfght'produre 

bScial in ehnl P ' , In , thisway,therefore, ,t is probable that it is highly 
secretions' 11 n° T’ a " d ’ le “ dtrectly by its specific power of promoting the 
, But thc meixunalization of the system is a severe remedy, which 
“cond d s°raee e m the diarehtra cases, and after the accession of the 

benefirifl m’ . ' S pmcticable with sufficient rapidity. Neither are its 

India ffiat n^rs 'd* “-.dent! on the contrary-, it has often been observed t 
liable tS the Si ° f P ' } ' ai ' Sm f ° r 0ther c °mplaints were particularly 

„ r !! In ‘ho more advanced stages, I have ventured on a pretty free exhibition 
° b -r tU0U ^ stlm “ b ' occasionally in thc form of mulled port-wine, but more 
generally m copious draughts of weak cold brandy and water, which are highly 

£ U h f rsT-s m th n' and P - r0b , ablyb ' ncfi cial by affording the requisite dilu- 
rim r. , - * ; Ammonia is also a very valuable stimulus. Of the saline svs 
nnntr itnlCnt 1 c ? nnot ° ffer an opinion, having tried Dr. Stevens’s draughts 
n only two cases, when I found them rejected repeatedly by the stomach 5 I 
have however seen very marked good effect in the collapse stage from la'J 
:'r a : a ’«r ° r S1X pou " da op water, with one or two ounces of common 
considerable timeTjand partiVabsorb^i'll^n^ev^^slmffic Sd* 

the s^re^have^tTeng^ cffccttulfy ralliS'and overeom'e the" disease > °'under 
rhn, m “ dC „ SOf -i r ?t tmCnt dc5cribca aborc " the mortality^t the 5 RegentYtreet 
of them t has am “ un * cd only to one in eight of the cases admitted. Many 

of them certainly were far from beincr cases of the fnllv _ i , 
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